HARD-HITTING 33D DIVISION

Not One Enlisted Man Was Tried by General
Court-Martial After the Training Period

Following is the greater part of a con-
olss Ristory of the 33d Division, written
dy Lieut. Col. Frederic L. Hu{dekoper,
Division Adjutant, distriButed among
all the officers and men_of the com-
mand. A more extended history by the
same author will be published in book
Jorm,

HE 334 Division. Ma]). Gen. George

Bell, Jr., had for its nucleus the
former National Guard of the

State of ‘Illinois. 1t was trained

at Camp Logan, Houston, Texas,

from Septembder, 1017, until Aiay. 1818
The first organization to start for
France was the 108th Engineers, -(Colonel
}_-{enr}' A, Allen,) which left Camp l.ogan
..pril 23, 1018, for Camp Merritt, sail-
ing from Hoboken. The reat of the
division followed from Camp Logan.
beginning Aay 1. Most of the units
passed through Camp Upton, Yaphank,
1.ong Island, and sailed at various dates
in May, 1018, disembarking at Brest
The 58th Field Artillery Brigade (Brig.
Gen. Henry D. Todd, Jr..) proceeded
overseas by way of Liverpool, England,
as did the 108th Ammunition Train, the
108th Field Signal Battalion, and the
108th Sanitary Train. S
Upon arrival in France the 33d Divl-
slon was first sent to the Huppy Area,
near Abbeville, and on June 9 proceeded
te the Eu Training Area On June 13
the 108th Engineers were sent forward
to work on the defenses near Amiens,
where a great German drive was ex-
pected, and on June 20 and 21 the 33d
Division moved into the Amiens sector.
In this region it was trained under the
British, occupled portions of the Brit-
ish trenches and partlcipgtegl;in a num-
ber of operations, -7 77 |

In Attack at Hamel.

On July 4 four companies, namely,
Companies ¢ and E, 131st Infantry, and
A and G, 132d Infantry, took part in
the attack on Hamel. This was the
?irst time that American troops had ever
fought alongside of the Australians and
the first time that Americans had
fought with the British in an action of
any magnitude. ' o

The Americans charged to the &:nls
of ‘ Lusitania'®” After this battie a
story was widely circulated throughont
the British Army and in England that
the Australians remarked to som:> Amer-
jean soldiers: * You'll do me, Yank,
dbut vou chaps are a bit rough! ™ When
the four American companies were TC-
turned to their commands the day after
the engagement they were met by an
Australian Colonel who started to ad-
dress them in a very formal fashion but
ended by blurting out, “ Yanks, you're
fighting fools; but I'm for vou'!'

Although of minor importance from a
purely military point of view, Hamel
cxercised - an _ incalculable - influence.
Amiens at that time was considered the
danger spot on the British front and
a great German drive was expected
there. The British knew that Ameri-
can regulars would fight, ‘but up -to
that time they had had no proof of the
efficiency- of the other American _troops.
Yamel demonstrated conclusively that
in all the American troops they Dpos-
sessed allies upon whom thorough de-
pendence could be placed in any mili-
tary operations, no matter how difficult.

In token of his appreciation, on Aug.
12 King George vlsii_edn the. hreadquar-

ters of the 33d Division at Mol)’ 'ns-au-

Bols and personally bcéi‘bw‘e‘d w;son four
officers and fifteen men -of the 33d
Division various British decorations—
such as the Military Cross, Distinguished
Conduct Medal, and Military Medal—
pinning the decorations upon. the breast
of each recipient and. congritvlating
him for his gallantry.
The DBig Offensive.

On Aug. S, 1018, hegan the great Brit-
$sh offensive, which never failed to ef-
fect a gain every day until it. reached
Mons and twas tlerminated by the
armistice on Nov. 11. The first opera-
tlon which was productive of notable
results was the attack of the 131st In-
fantry, (Colonel Joseph B. Sanborn,)
which broke the German line at Chipilly
Ridge and Gressaure Woaod. ‘

On Aug. the -34d - Divislon was
transferred by rail from the British
front to the arca of the First Amerigan
Army in the Toul scctor, and on Aug.
ag it was concentrated in the Teglon
of Trouville-en-Barrois. On Sept. o it
started for Verdun, where it relieved the
1°0th ¥French Division and the right
regiment of the 15ith French Division
on the nights of Sep. +. 8§, and 9. The
33d Division was, ‘her sfore, the first
American division to hold a por.ion of
the front line on that historic battle-
field.

In the great attack of Sept. ‘26, 1018,
which marked the béginning of the des-
perate Meuse-Argonne battie, the 33d
Division formed the right of the '.I‘hird
American Corps (Ma}. Gen. Robert L.
Bullard.) The two most powerful enemy
positions between the Meuse and the
Argonne were Montfaucon and the Bois

o Poth were deemed by the

& orges.
Germans impregnable, and Yyet three

bours ard thirty-thres minutes after
jumping off, the 66th Infantry Brigade,
(Brig. Qen. Paul A. Wolf,) com-
posed of the 131st . Infantry, (Colonel
Joseph B. Sanborn,) the 132d In-
fantry (Colonel Abel PDavis) and the
124th Machine Gun Battalion, (Maljor
Floyd ¥. Putman,) had turned the posi-
tion and captured with very small loss
this formidable wood, a veritable for-

tress of machine gun nests.. :

vy
-U

In that initial attack the 33d was' the
only American division which reached

its objective on scheduled time.

The next eleven days the 33d Division
formed the pivot of the American Corps,
which attacked the German positions be-
tween the Meuse:and the Argonne.

On Oct. 6 the 33d Division was trans-
ferred to the French 17th Army Corps,
(General Henri Claudel,) and two days
later the 1st and 2d Battalions of the
1324 Infantry, (Captain B. J. Dodd and
Major Paul C. Gale, respectively,) the
24 RBattalion of the 131st Infantry,
(Major Hamlet C. Ridgeway,) and Com-
panies A and D, 124th. Machine Gun
Battalion, the whole under. the ‘com-
mand of Colonel Abel Davis, partlci-
pated in the attack of the French 17th
Corps east of the Meuse. This dellcale
anad difficult operation necessitated the
building by the 108th Engineers, under
direct observation and constant enemy
grtillery fire, of two bridges, one at
Brabant 120 feet long in 12 feet of water
and another of 156 feet in length at
Consenvoye in 18 feet of water, but this
difficult task was accomplished before

1the time .set.for the;infantry -to cross..-.

The troops under Colonel Davis formed
the left of the French 17th Corps and

reached the normal objeciive assigned

to them south of the Bois du Chaume
that night, Oct. 8. On the {following
day. they pushed forward to the second
exploitation objective—the road from
Stvry-sur-Meuse to Villeneuve Farm—
but their right was exposed through the
fnabllity of the 5Sth Infantry Brigade,
(29th Division,) to keep pace with them,
and at dusk a.powerful attack dy picked
German shock troops drove their right
back to the Tranchée du Cable imme-
diately south of the Bole du Chaume.

‘The moment the report of this enforced
withdrawal reached Geperal Bell, he
acted with characteristic vigor, burried
te their suppoert reinforcements from
across the river and placed all the
troope on the east bank under command
of Brig. Gen. Wolf. The 2d Bat-
talion and Machine Gun Corapany. 129th
Infantry. (Major Willlamm F. Hemen-
way,}) had ~already reached the east
bank. followed by Company B, 1224
Machine Gun Battalion. The other re
inforcements svere composed of the 1st
and 34 Battalions, 13]lst Infantry.
(Major J. H, Coady and NMNajor ¥rancie
M. . Allen, respectively;) Company B,
124th Machine Gun Battalion: the 1st
and 2d Battalions, 120th Infantry, (Cap-
tain J. H. Burgheim and Major Arthur
H. Goodison, respectively:) 38 Battalion.
130th Infantry, (Major Edward Bittel,)
and Company A, 122d XMachine Gun
Battalion. .

At 6:05 A. M. on Oct., 10 these troops
made a brilliant attack and retook every
inch of the ground lost. even picked
German storm troops being unable to
withstand their irresistible onslaught,

In the next four-days the forces under
General Wolf held this position under
an overwhelming deluge of artillery and
machine gun fire of every sort, gas and
airplane attacks. On Oct. 15 the @66th
Infantry Brigade took over the sector on
the west bank of the Meuse comprising
the Bois de la Céte l.emont, Bois de
Dannevoux, Bols la Ville and Bois de
Forges, while the sector on the east
bank was occupied by the 63th Infantry
Brigade, (Brig. Gen. Edward L. Xing,)
composed of the 129th  Infantry,
(Colonel IEdgar A, Mpyer,) 130th In-
fantry, (Colonel John V. Clinnin,) and

1233 Alachine Gun Battalion, (Major Al-

bert L. Culbertson.) For the twenty
days preceding this brigade had exe-
cuted its equally important, if less con-
spicuous, task of holding the sector
composing the Bois de Dannevoux and
the Bois de la Cote IL.emont west of the
Meuse with like efficiency and under
circumstances requiring great resolute-
ness on the part of its officers and men.

Astride the Meuse.

The 6hth Brigade held the right =scctor
of the division east of the Meuse and the
66th Brigade the left sector west of that
river from Oct. 15 until the night of the
n0th to 21st, when the entire 33d Divi-

slon was. relicved by the 15th French

Colonial Division. The last element
of the 33d Division was not relieved
until the night of Oct. 21-22, =o
that forty-four dayvs elapsed from the
time the first unit of the 33d Di-
vision entered the trenches at Verdun
until the last troops had left. From
Oct. 8 until Oct. 21, the 33d Division,
astride of the River Meuse and subjected
to incessant fire day and night from the
enemy on the dominating heights, held
a frontage ten kilometers in length
and formed the right of the American
attacks west of the Meuse and the left
of the 17th French Army Corps opcrat-
ing east of that river.’ T

Upon being relieved the 33d Division
then marched to the Troyon-sur-Meuse
sector on the St. Mihiel front, where it
replaced the 79th American Division on
the nights of Oct. 23, 24, and 25. This
region, a so-called *'‘ quiet sector,”’ in-
cluded the celebrated position of Les
Eparges, the scene of such desperate
fighting in 1915 and 1916. It soon de-
veloped Into a very lively area, particu-
larly after the Austrians were succeeded
by picked German troops who had orders
to hoild at all costs this positlon, which
was considered the key to Metz,

Fought to the Last Minute.

On Nov. 11 the 65th Tnfantry Brigade,
headed by thé 129th Infantry, had at-
tacked and were in possession of the
Chfiiteau d'Aulnois, Riaville and Marche-
ville, wwhen the order to cease hostilities
put an end to its advance. That same
morning part of the 66th Brigade was
held up in their attack against Butgne-
villa and was about to resume its at-
tack on the unconquered portions of the
Bojs 4§ 'Harville and on Jonville when
hostilities ceased. Such progress had
then been made by the 33d Division
that every indication pointed to the like-
lihoed that by the close of day it would
have completely Dbroken through the
Hindenburg line ip that sector—ihe last

‘German system of defense between tlhe

333 Division and Matx

During the operations on the British
front the 83d Divisiop twas supplied with
British artillery. Yuring the operations
in the Verdun sector the 52d Field Ar-
tilery Brigade, (Brig. Gen. G. Albert
Wingate,) belonging to the 27th Di-
vision, was attached and did excellent
work. Similarly thé £12th ¥French Field
Artillery ‘and@ the 1st Battallon, 20Sth
French Heavy Artillery, gave invaiuvable

‘support during the attack of Sept. 20,

and for several daysa subsequently.

1t was not until Jan. 10, 1919, that the
33d Division was rejoined in Luxem-
bourg by the [08th Field Artillery Bri-
gade, to the delight of both commandas.

The 08th Field Artillery Brigade 1is
composed of the 122d Field Artillery,

(Colonel Milton J. Foreman,) 123d Field
(Colonel Charles G. Davis,)

Artillery,
124th Field Artillery, (Colonel Horatlo
B. Hackett,) 108th Ammunition Train,
(Lieut. Col. Walter J. Fisher,) 108th
French Mortar Battery,
Charles J. Kraft,) and 108th Mobile
Ordnance Repalir Shop, (Captain
George H. Lawrence.) This brigade
forms part of the 324 Division, was or-

ganized and trained with it at Camp .

Logan, but separated from the division
at Houston, and did not rejoin it until
nearly two months after the armistice,

Upon arriving in France, about the

middle of June, the brigade went into

the training areas at Ornans and Valde-
hon, where it remained until Aug. 20,
1918. It proceeded to the Toul sector
and became the artillery support of the
§0th Division. TUpon the relilef of the
80th Division by the 1st Division on Aug.
28, the 58th Field Artillery Brigade, rein-
forced by thoe 1st Field Artllilery Brigade
and the 76th Regiment of Fieid Artillery,
became the Divisional Artillery of the
1st Division, and supported that
command in its attack on Sept. 12,
in the reduction of the St. Mihlel
salient. In this engagement the Di-
visiohal Artillery, in addition to pre-
paring the advance for the Infantry by
a rolling barrage, had the mission of

(Captain

neutralizing the powerful German po-
sition on Mont Sec.

Although this was {t3 first battle, the
work of the brigade was considered so
excellent by the Division Commander,
Major Gen. Charles P. Summerall, that
he cited in orders not only the brigade
as a unit, but each regiment, '

In spite of most severe conditions, due
to bad weather and the- terrain, the
morning of the 13th found the brigade
in a position eleven kilometers in ad-
vance of {ts original line, near {2e town
of Nonsard. :

On the 26th of September the brigade
covered the advance of the 91st Division
toward Very. On the afterncon of that
day ‘and owing to the energy of the
regimental officers and men concerned,
one entire regiment. the 1224 Fjeld Ar-
tillery and one-half of the 124th ¥Field
Artillery, were In a position just south
of .Very, having advanced at the end of
the barrage about -nine kiflometers. The
brigade stayed In this sector until Oct.
11, having joined the 82d Division when
it relieved the.91s8t on Oct. 7, and took
part In all severe fighting during this
period, advancing six kilometers. |

On Oct. 1. the brigade:began a march

to an area just in rear of the lines for
rest and re-eqguipment. On Oct. 24 it
returned to the front in the same sector,
without the 123d Field Artillery, which
was sent o the rear to be motorized,
but, re-enforced by the 11th Fleld Artil-
lery (Colonel W. G. Peace), it was again
assigned to the §8th Division and sup-
ported that command in the severe fight-
ing and rapid advance beginning at
Gesnes, Nov. 1, and ending at Pouilly
and Stenay, Noit. 11.
- Owing to excellent staff work and te
the skill, energy, and gallantry ol the
Tegimental commanders, the 58th Ifield
Artillery Brigade functiofied smoothly
and efficiently fulfilled all its missions,
and gave its infantry the most complete
support at all times, even during the ab-
sence, for a few days, of the Brigade
.Commander, who had been wounded.
Colonel Horatio B. Hackett, while or-
ganizing and directing the rapid advance
of his regiment, was severely wounded
Sept. 28 The next in command, Major
Frank L. "Reardon, assumed command
until} relieved by ILieut. Col. J. A
Rogers, who commanded the regiment
ably and cnergetically until “after the
-armistice, - :

From Nov. 1 until Nov. 3 the brigade
advanced thirty-two kilometers by con-
tinuous fighting.

The brigade remained in the vicinity
of Stenay from Nov. 131, 1918, until Jan.
4, 1919, when it began its march to re-
Jjoin the 23d Division,

Division’s Tnique Record.

The 23d@ Division is the only division
In the A. E. F.—and, therefore, In Amer-
iican history—which has fought with the
. British, the Americans and the French,
It {s the only American Division, the
officers and men of which have been
decorated by a King of IEngland In per-
gson. From June 22 until Nov. 11, 1918,
a period of nearly five months, there
were only eighteen days when the divi-
sion as a whole, or in part, was not
actually holding a portion of the allied
line.

It has served with five armies and
twelve army corps, namely:

.Fourth British Army, First American
' Army, Second French Army, Second
' American Army, Third American Army,
!2d American Army Corps, 20th British
' Corps, 3d British Corps, Australian
'Corps, 5th American Army Corps, 1Tth
French Army Corps, 3d American Army
Corps, 2d French Colonial Army Corps,
4th American Army Corps, 8th Amerl-
can Army Corps, Tth American Army
Corps, and 6th American Army Corps.

It has marched through Lorraine, been
in Germany for a brief period as part
of the Army of Occupation and wintered
in IL.uxemburg, its headquarters being
at Diekirch, a well known Summer re-
sort.

When the French took official posses-

LOSSES OF 383D DIVISION.

‘Killed. Wounded. Missing. ~aptured.
| Of. Men. Off. Men. Off. Men, Dif. Men.
British front....... 32 206 a4 1,372 . 4 - -
Verdun............., 10 - 333 ol 4,521 .. 137 .. 6
St. Mihiel.......... 1 34 22 708 . 3 1 - 8
Scattering...ecec.00 3 138 $ 103 . 4 .. 3
Total ........... 20 0 155 6.544 - 148 1 17
RECAPITULATION OF (CASUALTIES,
Killed. ‘Wounded. Mlssing., .Captured. Total.

Off. Men. Oft
33d Division, less 58th
Field Artillery “"Bri-

. Men. Off. Men. Off. Men. Off. Men.

gade and attached ' ‘

units ..., o0 701 1533 6,844 .. 148 1 17 183 . 7,710

p8th TField Artillery
Brigade ............. $ 51 36 200 .. . 40 346
Total, 83d Divislon. 33 752 180 7,139 148 1 17 223 8,058
Attached units......... .. 13 iy 194 : . - ) 207

Total of 32d Divicion
and attached units 33 71635 104 7,333 .. 148 1 1T 228 8,263

GRAND TOTALS,.

334 Division, less 5Sth Field Artillery Brigade and attached units......7,893
68th Field Artillery Brigade........c....00t. e eee e ceneas et o86
. Total 0f336 Dl'\ViSiOH ..... S e ek s a---ooooao-o-ﬂonp-o-o.-lc|.|.¢.|...'.8.279
Attached Units . ... iiiinien v e terenroosrrveiossonns LA -
Total of 33d Division and attached units................... e e 8,491

3ince the compilation of the above casualty list all of the missing have
been accounted for with the exception of four, to wit:

131sf Infantrv—VILLARDI, ANTHONY, Company I, Action Nov. 11,

132d Infantry—KRANZMEYLEER, HENRY, Company G, Action July ¢;
GIRARDI, CIRO, Company I8, Action Oct. 8; CHRISTENSON, LESTER,

Company E, Action Oct. 4.

sion of Metz on Dec, 8§, 1815, the proces-
sioen, which was reviewed by Prestdent
Poincaré, Marshals Joffre, Foch, Pétaln,
Sir Douglas Halg and other lLmportant
personages, was headed by a battalion
of the 131st Infantry, the only troops
selected from the entire A. E, F. to rep-
resent the United States. It wae this
regiment which had effected a penetra-
tion of the German line of the Somme by
fts brilliant attack at Chipilly Rldge
and Gressalre Wood on Aug. 8, 1918.

The death rats in the 334 aivision at
Camp. lLogan, Houston, Texas, was the
lowest in the American Army. In IZu-
ropes the health rate has scarcely heen
equalled by any other division in the
A. E. F. The management of the sick
and wounded during active operations
was copsp!cuous for its splendid cffl
ciency.

Advances of the Division.

The fcllowing are the advances made
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by tne 33d Division in ita various at-
tacks: | '

July 4, 1618, &t _Harne'.,

Compaules C
and E. 131st

Infantry, and Com-

punies A and G, 132d Infantry...... - 100

Auzr 9, 1918, ut Gressalre Wood and
Chipilly Ridge, Sommo offensive, -
1319t Infantry ......c.cviiveinennnn 4000

Meuse-Argonne Battle.

Sector hetweeén the Bois de¢ I orges and
the Laiteria de Belhame—

Sept. 26, 1818, 13)st Infantry, Com-
panies B and C, 124th Machine Gun
Batg!rallon. and Company ., 108th
Engineers ......cceevieitniencennnsns 7000

I3oin de Forges.

Sept. 26, 1018, 132d Infantry, Com- :
panles A and D, 124th Machine Gun ! |
Battallon, and Company F. 108th
Engineers .....oocevieeinians tetev.. DOOO.

Sept. 29 to Oct. 14, 1918 60th Infan-
trv Brldage, Bols de Dannevoux and -
Rols de la Cote Lemont........... 2000

Oct. 8, 1918, necar Consenvoye. 1ul
Infantry (less 8d Battallon;) 2d Bat-
talion, 131st Infantry, .and . Com-
panies A and D, 124th Machine
Gun Battallon ............ e 4000

Qct. 0, 1918, Bols de Chaume, 132d
Infantry fieag 3d Battalion:) 2d Bat-
talton and JMachine Gun Company
1314t Infantry, and Companies A

3000

and D, 124th Machine Gun Battalion

Meters

_ Mcters
Oct. 10, 1918, Bois de Chaunie and
Bois du Plat Chene, 1l:lst Infantry
(lees 24 Battalion;) Company B,
122d  Machine Gun Battalion, and
Ccmpany D, 124th Machine Gun Bat-

talion
Oct, 10, 1918, Bols de Chaume,
Battalion, 130th Infantry...........
Oct. 10, 1018, Bois du Plat Chene, 8d
Battalion, 129th Infantry...........
Oct, 10, 1918, Bols de Chaume and
Bols du Plat Chene, Ist Battalion,
[20th Infantry and Company A, 1224
Msachine Gun Battalion..............
Oct. 15, 1818, Bois du Plat Chene, 2d
Battalion., 129th Infantry..........
Nov. 10, 1918, Marcheville, 24 Bat-
tallon, 130th Infantry, and Company
D, 123d Machine Gun Battalion....
Nov. 10, 1918, Bols d Harville, and
8t, Hilaire, 131st Infantry, and Com-
panies A and B, 124th Machine Gun
Battallon .. ...ttt ittt

Chateaun D’Aulnels, Rlaville,
: Marcheville.

1918, 120th Infantry, 130th
1238 MAachine Gun Bat-

108th En-

Official Praise for the Division.’

The following are among the telegrams

and letters accompanying the 33d's
history:

2000
<000
2000

L

3200
1000

8000

4000

Nov, 11,
Infantry,
talion, and Company F.

gineers 3000

July 4, 1918.
33d American Dlvision: -
I have much pleasure in forwatding
the following message, just received

from the Commander in Chief, which
begins: * Will you please convey to
14eut. Gen. Sir J. Monash and all
ranks under his command. Inclyding
the tanks and detachments of the 33d
American Division, my warn con-
gratulations on the success which at-
tended the operation carried. out this
morning. and on the_ gkill and. gal-
lantry with which it was conducted.
< DOUGLAS HAIG,”
From General Rawlinson.

' July b, 1918,
General Bell, 33d T1linois Division:
‘Am anxious.to expresas to you, Gen-
oral RBell, and to a}ll ranks of the
33d (Illinois) Division my warm
thanks for the gallant part taken by
portions of your division in the attack
at Hamel and Vaire Wood on Inde-
pendence Day. I hear nothing but
praise of the manner in which your
untts fought the enemy, and my only
regret is that I was not permitted to
employ a larger portion of your fine
divisfon. Perhaps later on there may
be another opportunity.
i CGENERAL RAWLINSON.

Australian Corps Hcadquarters,
- . July 5, 1918.

My Dear General: I desire to take
the opporiunity of tendering to you,
as their immediate commander, my
carnest thanks for the assistance and
rervices of the four companies of in-
fantry which participated in yester-
day’'s brilllant operations,

The dash, -gallantry, and efficlency
of these Amecrican troops left nothing
to be desired, and my Australlan col-
diers &peak in the very highest terms

o ¥ . : L
in pralsc of them.  Thal soldiers - of -
the United States amd "of Australis ;i
sitould have thus been associated for v
the first ume in such close co-opera= <.
tion on the battjefield. fs a historic -
event of such significangeé that ﬂ.‘ will
live forever in the anhals of: ouy -re-.'

spective natlons., Yours very sincerely, '
: JOHN.MONASH, Sy

. Iicutenant General, .. .:
.Commandlnpf, Australian Corps. -/
Major Gen. Bell, Commanding X
American Divigion,
~ rl L

-

Headquarters Second Army,
American Expeditionary Forces.
Office of Coamanding General. '

| .- Feb, 18; 1019.
From: Lieut. Gen. E. L.’ Bullard. '
To: Major Gen. George Bell, Jr., Com~ .-
manding 333’ -Divisinn,. (through
Commanding Geneéral, 6th Corps.) .
Subject: Commendation of the Com-.
manding General, 33d Division, and -
of his dlviglon. - .. - .

1. I desire to make of ;record the fact
that as Commanding General.of" the -
3d Corps in the battle of:-the -Méuse-
Argonne 1 repeatedly -took: occasion..
between- Sept. 26 and Oct. 7 to .com-
mend in high terms your own com- -
mand of the 88d Division ‘and.‘the
valiant and efliclent. conduct of that
division in the great battle'in: wlich .
you were taking -part at that time, -
Every dufy, every miseion,- aasigned
to. you and to your division was exe- ..
cuted with zeal, skill, smoothness, and
valor that deserved the highest come= ~
mendation. I so stated to you at that .
time, ar you will remember, -but you
and your division on Oct. 7 wers un- .
expectedly to me -detached from the .
3d Corps. I then expected and hopéd -
that in a few days you would be-re-
turned to my command and that I
would have opportunity then.to com-
mend the conduct of your- division in -
this battle; but 1 myself was.fepPh-
rated from this command unexpec¢t-
cdly a few days later, .and .thie £p-
portunity thus never came., I take it |
now, : - : U

I would appreciate it if you will coms -
municate this to your divisgion. - . -

R. 1. BULLARD, ' .
Tieutenant General, U. 8, A,
R'L B:s Commanding Second Army.

In his introduction to the history.Gen-
cral Bell writes to the offfcers anid men
of the 33d: - I

“ What you have accomplished i3 now
a matter of ‘ilistor}'.- The organiza-.
tions, the officers and men. throughout
this command have done thelr. duty.
magnificently. The efficiency you have.
attained, the gallantry you  have: in-,
varlably shown, the devotion. to duty,:
vour steadfast rcsolution and chegrfuls
ness under the most trying clreum-
stances, and the superb caprllyj'ﬂe corps
throughout this division are beyond all
praise. I am proud towha"&'e had the
honor and the privilege of comrhanding
such men’ as you." A

4



