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SILVER STAR o-= Award

By direction of the President, under the provisions of the act of Con-
gress approved 9 July 1918, (Bulletin 43, WD, 1918), a Silver Star is awarded

by the Commanding General, 33d Infantry Division, to the following named en-
listed man:

Private First Class RALPH L. KAPCHINSKE, 36 717 266, Infantry, United
States Army. For gallantry in action in the vicinity of Bilbil Mountain,
Mountain Province, Luzon, Philippine Islands, on 12 April 1945. Private First
Class KAPCHINSKE was second scout of the leading rlatoon of an infantry rifle
company which was attacking an enemy held position known as Kill *X", The
only approach to Hill "X" was along & narrow trail on an extremely narrow hog-
back ridge. The nature of the terrain was such that not more then three men
could advance at one time. While pushing up the trail toward the objective,
the first scout was sericusly wounded by well directed ememy rifle fire
emanating from several camouflaged spider holes. Private First Class KAPCHINSKE
seeing that the lead scout was wounded, alone advanced into the face of the
eneny fire to assist the wounded man. Although wounded by enemy hand grenades
he advanced, killing two of the enemy and holding the ground until men from
the rear could come forward and evacuate the wounded men. Private First Class
KAPCHINSKE's bravery and devotion to duty was a source of imspiration to all
members of his company. Home address: Mrs, Natalie Kapchinske, (Mother),
Grant Park, Illinois.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL CLARKSON:
A.T. McAKSH;
Colonel, G.S.C.,
Chief of Staff.
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